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TERMS OF REFERENCE
WG Brexit
	CHAIR: 	Lawrence Slade (UK)
Vice-Chair:    Dara Lynott (IE), both nominated in 
November 2016, first 3-year term
	SECRETARIAT: Rabia Ikram	



Group Rationale

The main aim of the WG is to promote the benefits of free and fair energy trade in Europe. It is in the interest of the WG and the industry in general to maintain the integration of the energy markets to the widest possible extent and to minimise to the greatest possible extent barriers to participation in the internal energy market. 

· The WG follows the political and institutional evolutions of the Brexit negotiations and reports on it, mapping the main stakeholders and sharing relevant knowledge and information.
· Where relevant, the WG defines preliminary positions and represents the energy industry vis-à-vis UK and EU stakeholders during the Brexit negotiations for at least until 31 March 2019. 
· The following aspects of the negotiations will be followed:
· The legal process of the withdrawal of United Kingdom from the European Union.
· Transitional arrangements (which will formally be part of the withdrawal agreement).
· The future relationship between the United Kingdom and the European Union.

· The following areas are likely to have an impact on the electricity industry. Depending on whether or not the UK will decide to stay in the EU internal energy market the relevant rules could be applied or renegotiated in looser terms which could have an impact at the EU level and on other Member States. Among the issues to be considered are the following (list is not exhaustive):
· Impact on cross-border trade, infrastructure development and energy governance
· Solidarity provisions of the security of supply chapter of the Energy Union
· The access of Ireland to the EU energy market and development of the All-Island market
· EU targets set on smart metering roll-out, interconnections, renewables, environmental and climate legislation (EU ETS market, environmental/climate commitments at EU and international level)
· Application of EU financial and market conduct regulation, e.g. MIFID and REMIT
· The effect on Network Codes and Guidelines and the Clean Energy Package
· Promotion of innovation and low-carbon technology
· Impact on Nuclear development and operation and the Euratom Treaty
· Funding for energy projects
· Participation in EU bodies

WG Members:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The WG is composed of experts from either national associations or companies active in the field of market design and regulation, Climate (EU ETS) and Environmental Regulation, financial regulation and Euratom.
 

Transversal Eurelectric Cooperation:
The WG is to be considered as a horizontal entity reporting directly to the Board of Directors.
The WG closely cooperates with: 
· WG Wholesale Market Design & Investment Frameworks
· WG Climate
· WG Financial Regulation
· WG RES

European and international liaison:  

· Regular liaison with the European institutions and the UK government (BEIS)
· Interactions with other relevant organisations (e.g. EFET, EUROPEX, Eurogas, Solar Power Europe, IEA, World Energy Forum, CEER, etc.) or consultants as relevant to intensify sharing of information and, where necessary, conduct joint actions.

Timeframe
· This group is planning for activity until 31 March 2019
· Depending on the negotiations and the agreements reached the activity of the WG could cover the transitional period until 31 December 2020.

Work programme
The Chairmanship along with the Secretariat, on a yearly basis and towards the end of each year, submits a work programme proposal with clearly defined priorities for consideration to the WG, together with appropriate justification on added-value. These priorities shall be in line with the Board’s priorities, the respective Committees’ work programme and take into account the foreseen resources available at the Secretariat side. Following this process, the Chairmanship along with the Secretariat delivers for approval a final proposal to the respective Committee. 




ANNEX – Work Programme 2018-2019

	Deliverable
	Deliverable tasks
	Anticipated Start date
	Anticipated Delivery date:
	Stakeholders/
External parties to be influenced 

	Prepare a paper on the EU-UK future relationship on energy 
	· Set out the electricity industry’s position on the priorities of the future framework agreement between the UK and the EU on energy and climate change 
· Utilise this paper to lobby Task force 50 and other relevant EU institutions
· Communication campaign 

	Q1 2018
	Q2 2018
	All EU institutions by October 2018

	Prepare a paper on Energy top 5 issues
	· Topics: Climate targets, Energy Union, Ireland, EU ETS and North Sea Grid 
· This will form the basis for lobby activities

	Q2 2018
	Q3 2018
	EC by October 2018

	EU negotiations on Brexit
	· Monitor the development of the negotiations by the European Commission, European Parliament and Council
· Lobby Task Force 50 and other relevant EU institutions
· Active participation in regulatory fora, bilateral meetings and conferences

	Q2 2018
	Q1 2018 – Q2 2019
	All EU institutions

	UK negotiations on Brexit 
	· Monitor the development of the negotiations 
· Liaise with Department forBusiness, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS) when relevant
· Liaise with UK Perm Rep

	Q1 2018
	Q1 2018 – Q2 2019
	BEIS

	Monitor and influence the development of related topics (e.g.  EU ETS)
	· Monitor and respond when relevant

	Q1
	Q1 2018
Q2 2019
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