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Group Rationale
The core purpose of this group is to closely monitor, influence and react on European policy initiatives and legislative proposals that have an impact on hydropower generation and development. It further seeks to promote hydropower as an important renewable source. 
· Promote changes in regulatory framework to reward flexibility provided by hydropower
· Promote changes in the national implementation of environmental legislation as it currently risks reducing existing production and prevents new-builds
· Outline the flexibility and storage potential of hydropower in Europe and highlight barriers to its development (market design, ETS, environmental policies …)
· Communicate the specific role of hydropower in providing flexible and back-up generating capacity as well as grid stabilization services
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss the legal framework concerning the right to use the water source for power production.   
· Strengthen the cooperation with VGB PowerTech e.V. to improve hydro lobbying in Brussels
· Discuss, monitor and react to developments and trends, such as:
· climate change mitigation and adaptation
· public acceptance, environmental impact assessment management and recognition of socio-economic benefits
· cost developments, permits, retrofitting and repowering

As one of the Committee’s generation technology specific groups, it will follow legislation, as well as the promotion of the positive characteristics of the different hydro technologies. The group facilitates business intelligence, technical knowledge & market developments insights in order to support positions, lobbying and communication campaigns.
WG Members
The WG is composed of experts from either national associations or companies having a thorough understanding of the policy framework (both regulatory/market and environmental) relevant to hydropower.


Transversal Eurelectric Cooperation
The WG Hydro closely cooperates with: 
· All other Eurelectric committees on the processes affecting hydro power (e.g. storage issues, nature protection) and exchanges information. 
· WG RES & Storage as well as WG Environmental Protection (exchange of information and views on overlapping topics, such as water usage)

European and international liaison
DG Energy (ENER), DG Environment (ENVI), European Parliament’s Industry, Research & Energy (ITRE), IHA, IEA, VGB, IRENA, AGAW, EEA, EREF.

Work programme
The Chairmanship along with the Secretariat, on a yearly basis and towards the end of each year, submits a work programme proposal with clearly defined priorities for consideration to the WG, together with appropriate justification on added-value. These priorities shall be in line with the Board’s priorities, the respective Committees’ work programme and take into account the foreseen resources available at the Secretariat side. Following this process, the Chairmanship along with the Secretariat delivers for approval a final proposal to the respective Committee. 



Annex Work programme 2018-19 
	Deliverable
	Deliverable Type
	Anticipated Start Date:
	Anticipated
Delivery Date:
	Stakeholders/External parties to be influenced 

	WFD report
In view of the upcoming evaluation of the water framework directive (WFD), a comprehensive document has been developed unfolding the experiences of hydropower operation in applying the directive and presenting propositions. 
	Report
	2017
	5/2018
	EC, European Parliament

	Hydropower Fact Sheets
WG hydro is also updating the hydropower factsheets which present the latest figures on flexibility, capacity and climate change mitigation potential (amongst others). The updated factsheets are planned to be presented at a breakfast event in the European Parliament (planned: 21 June 2018). 
	Report
	2017
	06/2018
	EC, European Parliament

	Hydropower Side Event
Moreover, a hydro side event - including a guided tour of a power plant – is going to take place at Eurelectric’s power summit in Ljubljana on 05 June 2018. Topic to be communicated: Hydropower offers a wide range of services providing security of supply and grid stability 
	Event
	12/2017
	06/2018
	Hydropower stakeholders, EC, European Parliament

	Monitor market developments & technology costs
	TBD
	Q3 2018
	Ongoing effort
	All EU institutions

	To comment on the expected Natura 2000 Guidelines on hydropower
	Action
	01/01/2018
	ongoing
	

	To be actively involved in the WFD revision process
	Action
	01/01/2018
	ongoing
	

	To communicate and highlight the role of hydropower as a provider of flexibility and capacity (when responding to EC proposals, at the conferences, etc.)
	Action
	01/01/2018
	ongoing
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